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What is a councillor?
Councillors are elected by local people to make decisions on behalf of 
the community.  They have links to the Borough they represent and act 
in its best interests across a range of services such as education and 
housing, amongst many others!

What does my councillor do? 
Your local councillor in Lambeth:
• Is partly responsible for how nearly £300 million is spent every 

year on public services.
• Represents public interest as well as individuals living within the 

ward in which they have been elected.
• Has regular contact with the general public through council 

meetings, telephone calls or surgeries.

Councillors attend many meetings as they often represent the council 
on one or more outside body. For most of the meetings that councillors 
attend there will be papers which they will need to read beforehand. 

The people they represent look to them for help in dealing with 
their problems, even if these do not involve the work of the council. 
Councillors are likely to receive a lot of post, telephone calls and hold 
face-to-face surgeries.

What can my councillor do for me? 
• Provide help and advice on any concerns or problems that you 

feel are important and which relate to council services.  
• Represent your community within the council and to other 

organisations.
• Develop links with all parts of the community.
• Support local partnerships and organisations.
• Campaign on local issues.
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What if I do not know who my 
councillors are?
You may not know who your local councillors are or even what ward you 
fall under!  Don’t worry as this is also the case for a lot of other people.  
To find out the two or three councillors that cover your local area, go to 
http://www.lambeth.gov.uk/PCLookup/.  From here, simply enter your 
postcode and it will tell you all you need to know!

If you do not have access to a PC/internet you can visit the Active 
Citizens Hub Desk at LVAC which has all the resources and information 
you need!  Alternatively, you can visit the main desk at Lambeth Town 
Hall.

How do I contact my councillor?
As mentioned above, all councillors hold regular surgeries to maintain 
contact with the public.  They are also available via telephone (leave a 
message) or via email.  To find out your local councillor’s contact details 
and surgery times you can either visit Lambeth Town Hall, 
http://www.lambeth.gov.uk/moderngov/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1 
(click on the councillor you need) or contact LVAC’s Active Citizens Hub.

Quick tip: before attending a councillor’s surgery, contact them to see 
if the problem can be resolved over the telephone/email.  Also, find out 
the setup as some may be organised by appointment whilst others will 
be on a first come, first served basis.  In the case of the latter you may 
want to get there early to avoid disappointment.
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What if I am dissatisfied with my 
councillor/the service I receive?
If you are unhappy with the service you receive from you councillor 
or feel they have been unable to assist you properly, then its time to 
contact the leader.

The leader of Lambeth council is currently Steve Reed.  He is keen to 
listen to the views of residents and engage with them on making the 
borough a better place to live. You can contact the leader by:
 
Address: 
Lambeth Town Hall
Brixton Hill
London
SW2 1RW
Phone: 020 7626 1166 
Fax: 020 7926 2049 
Email: sreed@lambeth.gov.uk

I think I could do a better job...
Councillors are elected officials and ususally serve a term of four years.  
If you are unhappy with the way things are going in your local community 
and think you can do better then why not give it a go!  

Who can become a councillor? 
You can become a councillor if you meet all of the following criteria: 
• Are aged 18 or over on the day of nomination.
• Live or have work connections within Lambeth.
• Are a UK, Commonwealth EU or Irish Republic citizen. 
• Have not been declared bankrupt.
• You are on the electoral roll in the council area.
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Are there any other restrictions to 
becoming a councillor? 
A person will be disqualified from holding office as a councillor if they: 
• Hold a paid office or employment made or confirmed by the 

council. 
• Have been declared bankrupt in the past five years and have not 

repaid debts. 
• Have been convicted of a criminal offence and sentenced to not 

less than three months imprisonment (including any suspended 
sentence) within the past five years. 

• People can also be disqualified from holding office by order of 
the court, if they have incurred illegal expenditure (when acting 
as a councillor) of over £2,000 and been found guilty of corrupt 
or illegal practices under the Representation of the Peoples Act 
1983. 

You may only stand as a councillor if you live or work in the borough for 
which you are standing for election.
The majority of people stand for election as a representative of a 
political party. However, anybody is entitled to stand as a councillor.

What to do
Contact the Electoral Services Office and ask for an information pack 
and set of nomination papers.
 Electoral Services Office
 Room 9, Lambeth Town Hall, London, SW2 1RW
 Tel: 020 7926 2685/2144  |  Fax: 020 7926 2688
 E-mail: llewis@lambeth.gov.uk

How do I get nominated?
You need to find 10 people who live in the ward you wish to stand in; 
they must be on the Register of Electors for the ward and agree to sign 
your nomination paper. 
You will also need to keep a record of the money you spend during your 
campaign as law governs the amount you can spend and you have to 
provide this information after the election. Good luck!
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Local Councillors are some of the most active members of our 
community.  Deputy Leader of the Council, Jackie Meldrum, 
Leader of the Conservatives in Lambeth, Councillor John Whelan 
and Leader of Liberal Democrats in Lambeth, Councillor Ashley 
Lumsden share their thoughts with LVAC’s Active Citizens Hub. 

Why did you become a councillor?
I’ve always been animated about politics - arguing with friends and 
following the news. But when I moved to Lambeth after college I saw 
what a mess the council was in while so many people depended on their 
services. It was this combination that lead me to get involved with the 
local Lib Dems. I enjoyed the campaigning and talking with the Lib Dem 
councillors about how to get things changed. I joined a ward campaign 
team in 1997 and when the local ward councillors stood down I was 
encouraged to stand for election myself. That was in 1998 when I was 
24 years old. 11 years later I’m still a councillor in the same ward having 
been re-elected twice and there’s still so much to do to get Lambeth 
council in a position when it listens to the local community properly. (Cllr 
Lumsden)

What does being a councillor mean to 
me?
Being a Councillor is a huge privilege because you often have knowledge 
that is vital to the people you represent. It is a role that must be 
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Developing, Supporting and 
Empowering Lambeth’s 
Voluntary and Community 
Sector

exercised responsibly and it is a requirement of becoming a councillor 
that you work all the year round for everyone not just those who support 
you at election time.  (Cllr Whelan)

Greatest achievement as being a 
councillor?
I would say being able to lever in public money, with help of local people, 
into West Norwood.   We’ve been able to make improvements to Upper 
Norwood lending library; convert the Old Library into a fully functioning 
youth/community centre; and more recently managed to secure a £14 
million pot of money from Central Government for a new sports & leisure 
centre for the area which we hope will be up and running by 2012 – just 
in time for the Olympics!

I feel a real sense of pride at being able to say, “We did that” “We made 
a difference.” (Cllr Meldrum)

LVAC’s Active Citizens Hub
Lambeth Voluntary Action Council

95 Acre Lane
Brixton
London

SW2 5TU
T: 020 7737 1419 option 4

F: 020 7737 4328
E: active.citizen@lambethvac.org.uk

Registered Charity No 1046917
Company Limited by Guarantee No 2966597
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